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Abstract
The paper examines the developments in the ETD scene, in particular PhD thesis repositories in India. The
purpose is to do a preliminary study and explore the possibilities for creating a national repository for the deposit,
discovery, use and long-term care of research theses in an open access environment. In spite of great interest for ethesis developments and majority of doctoral students in India get their theses produced electronically, but no wide
scale activity is initiated by government in terms of the storage and dissemination of these materials. Furthermore,
there are no national-level policies on institutional repository development. Although, initiatives like VidyanidhiETD project at Mysore University started in 2000 and aimed to be a national project but offers little and unable to
match the expectation of the research community. Till date very few institutes request students to submit
electronically their theses and dissertations. This article will propose the construction of a reservoir of extensive
doctoral research and an Indian portal, to enable preserving of scientific and technological research materials in the
country and a global view of Indian institutional research assets. Few National level institutes like Indian Institute
of Science and Indian Institute of Technologies have established ETD repositories and few are at the planning
stage. A survey will be carried out with a brief questionnaire to be sent to the project coordinator/investigator of
respective libraries to know the current status. The issues and constraints of the ETD projects facing by these
institutions will be highlighted. The ETD initiatives taken by two national Higher Education library consortia viz.
INDEST, INFLIBNET are also discussed.
This paper is an attempt to do a case study of few major ETD repositories in India as mentioned in the
following table:
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Recently National Knowledge Commission has submitted a report to the Prime minister of India,
(December,2006) for establishing a national level institute namely Indian Institute of Library and Information
Science (ILIS) in pattern of Indian Institute of Technology (IITs)in India. It is expected that this proposal will be
implemented soon. In that case a national E-theses repository under the aegis of ILIS will be an ideal solution to
information poverty in a vast country like India where around three hundred Universities and hundred R&D
laboratories are producing a sizable number of research theses and dissertations. The author comments on general
ETD awareness in India and examine ETD release policies in higher education institutes especially at IIT libraries.
The constraints are highlighted and a conceptual model has been proposed.

